
Welcome to US History AP! 
Summer Work 

 
This course is a challenging yet rewarding survey into US History. Taught at a college level, 
and with a college pace, it is important that students do a good deal of work on their own (as 
will be in college).  
 
We need to finish learning the entire US History 2 curriculum (Spanish American War –
Ronald Reagan) PLUS review all of the US History 1 material you learned last year by the 
beginning of May, in order to fully prepare you to succeed on the national Advanced 
Placement exam given at that time. For the 2014-2015 school year the AP US History exam 
has been entirely redesigned. While still content heavy, this year we will also be preparing for 
new skill and document based multiple choice questions and short answer responses.  The 
exam will also include the traditional free response and DBQ based essay questions that are 
traditionally on the exam. 
 
Here is your summer work: 
 

• Use the Amsco textbook and read the Chapters on: 
o Ch. 15 Reconstruction (p. 289-303) 
o Ch. 16 The Closing of the Frontier and New South (p. 310 – 325) 
o Ch. 17 Industrialization (p. (333 – 348) 
o Ch. 18 Urbanization (p. 358 – 372) 
o Ch. 19 The Gilded Age (p. 380-392) 

§ All of these Chapters cover the different directions America was 
moving after the Civil War (1865) 

§ We will refer to this material quite often throughout the early 
portions of the class 

• Complete, on separate sheets of paper the attached guided reading questions that go 
with each chapter. 

o These answers should NOT be in complete sentences. Take notes! 
o You will use this information to help prepare for the AP Test 
o The assignment is due the first day of class. Late assignments will not be 

accepted and you will receive a zero for the assignment. 
o You must handwrite all of your answers on notebook paper. Typed answers 

will not be accepted. 
• Be prepared for a test on the Summer Reading modeled after the new AP History 

Exam on the first or second week of school. 
• In addition, begin reviewing the names, chronology, and political parties of all the US 

presidents. 
 
If you have any questions over the summer, please email me at tmein@mhrd.org  
 
Or Twitter handle @MrMeinMH 
 
 
 



Chapter 15 – Reconstruction 
 

1. What was Lincoln’s Plan for Reconstruction that he composed in 1863? 

2. What was the Wade-Davis Bill? How did Lincoln show his opposition to it? 

3. What were some accomplishments of the Freedmen’s Bureau (1865)? 

4. How did Johnson’s Plan for Reconstruction slightly differ from Lincoln’s? How did it 

eventually lead to ex-Confederates gaining power back? 

5. How did the Southern Black Codes further split Johnson and Congressional Republicans? 

6. How did “waving the bloody shirt” help get more Republicans elected in 1866? 

7. How did the 2nd phase of Reconstruction differ from the 1st? 

8. Discuss the differences between the moderate and radical Republicans in Congress. 

9. What was the Civil Rights Act of 1866? 

10. Discuss all portions of the 14th Amendment (1868 ratification). 

11. How did the Radical Republicans further establish control with the passing of the 

Reconstruction Act of 1867? 

12. Why was Johnson impeached? What kept him in office? 

13. What helped Grant get elected in 1868? 

14. How did the 15th Amendment and the Civil Rights Act of 1875 help give freedmen more 

rights? 

15. What were scalawags and carpetbaggers? Why did carpetbaggers head south? 

16. Which 2 African American senators were elected from the South during Reconstruction? 

17. How did sharecropping serve as another method of “enslaving” Freedmen? 

18. What characterized the North during Reconstruction? 

19. Discuss the following Grant-administration corruption: Gold scheme, Credit Mobilier, 

Whiskey Ring, Boss Tweed exposition. 

20. What caused the Panic of 1873? How did Grant respond? 

21. How did the 3rd round of Reconstruction differ from the previous two? 

22. How did Grant fight the Ku Klux Klan? 

23. How did the Compromise of 1877 end Reconstruction? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Chapter 16 – The Closing of the Frontier and the New South 
 

1. What region is considered “The Last Frontier” by historians? How did settlement change it? 

2. Where was gold and silver discovered between 1848 and 1890? 

3. What boomtowns were created as a result of rich strikes? Why did some of them become 

ghost towns? 

4. How did California illustrate its hostility towards foreigners regarding mining? 

5. How did mining influence the economics and politics of the nation? 

6. What caused the cattle business to boom after the Civil War? 

7. Name the cattle towns/trails that developed because of the rise in the cattle industry. 

8. What ended the cattle frontier? 

9. How did the Homestead Act of 1862 influence people to settle the Great Plains? 

10. Describe the “sodbusters” of the 1870’s and how they survived life on the Great Plains. 

11. What was the basic premise of Frederick Jackson Turner’s Frontier Thesis (1893)? 

12. Describe the different Native American groups that occupied the west in 1865 as well as the 

different regions they settled in. 

13. What caused outbursts like the Sand Creek and Fetterman massacres to occur? How did the 

government and Native Americans attempt to resolve them? 

14. What new round of Native American conflicts occurred in the 1870’s? 

15. What did assimilationists hope to accomplish? 

16. What did the Dawes Act (1887) set up as the policy for Native Americans? 

17. What were the results of the Ghost Dance Movement? 

18. How did the economy of the “New South” differ from that of pre-war Southern society? 

19. What factors caused the New South to be one of the poorest regions in the country? 

20. How did the South’s dependence on cotton hurt their growth by 1900? How did other 

farmers attempt to diversify and end the debt cycle? 

21. How did the redeemers and the Supreme Court “encourage” segregation? 

22. What methods did the New South use to take away voting rights of African Americans? 

23. How did Booker T. Washington respond to the continuing segregation in the South? 

24. How did agriculture change in the late 1800’s? (discuss specialization, prices, mail-order 

catalogs, costs, monopolization) 

25. What did the Grangers accomplish to help farmers? 

26. How did the Interstate Commerce Act (1886) hurt farmers (although meant to help)? 

27. How did the Ocala Platform call for changes that the Populists and Progressives would call 

for decades later? 



Chapter 17 - Industrialization 
 

1. List the causes for the rapid growth in the US economy in the late 1800’s. 

2. How did trunk lines a Vanderbilt’s consolidation techniques make railroading a money 

making business? 

3. Discuss the rationale of the federal government for giving railroad companies land grants 

and loans (positives and negatives). 

4. Which 2 companies built the 1st Transcontinental Railroad? Where did it end? What other 

lines were finished later in the century? 

5. How did speculators like Gould make money on the railroads? What caused the railroads to 

become monopolized? 

6. The development of what commodity led to a shift in industrial processes? 

7. What techniques did Andrew Carnegie use to make a fortune? Who did he sell his empire to 

upon his retirement? 

8. How did John D. Rockefeller make millions with Standard Oil? 

9. How did US vs. E.C. Knight (1895) hurt the antitrust movement? 

10. How did the theories of Adam Smith, Herbert Spencer, and the Gospel of Wealth lead to a 

more laissez-faire government policy? 

11. List the major inventions and dates that helped industrialize 1800’s America (include 

Edison’s and Westinghouse’s). 

12. How did companies market these new inventions/consumer products? 

13. How did Horatio Alger’s novels impact Americans? 

14. Why was there a rise in the middle class? 

15. Analyze Ricardo’s Iron Law of Wages and use it to discuss the rationale for managers not 

raising wages. 

16. Why did labor discontent increase during the middle of the 19th century? 

17. What tactics did employers use for defeating labor unions before they really gained power? 

How was organized labor divided in terms of dealing with management? 

18. What caused the Great Railroad Strike of 1877? How was it resolved? 

19. Trace the growth of a national union movement from the National Labor Union, Knights of 

Labor, and the American Federation of Labor. 

20. Why did the Haymarket bombing convince people that labor unions were violent and 

radical? 

21. Why did the Homestead and Pullman Strikes fail? 

22. How did Eugene V. Debs get his political start during the Pullman Strike? 



Chapter 18 - Urbanization 
 

1. What caused a rise in European immigration in the last 19th century? 

2. What were the major differences between the “old” immigrants and the “new” immigrants? 

3. How did the US restrict immigration between 1882 and the 1920’s? Who supported this 

restriction? 

4. How did the implementation of streetcars and mass transportation change cities? 

5. Why did individuals begin building skyscrapers? Where was the 1st? 

6. Discuss the ethnic neighborhoods of urban areas, specifically citing tenement houses and 

living conditions. 

7. Why was the US opposite of Europe, with the wealthy and middle class moving to suburbs 

instead of the cities? 

8. What is a political machine? What is a political boss? 

9. How did political machines gain control of an area and stay in power? Were they always 

honest? 

10. How did Henry George and Edward Bellamy call attention to the inequalities of 

industrialization? 

11. What were settlement houses? Who founded a famous one in Chicago in 1889? 

12. What did the Social Gospel preach? 

13. Explain the importance of urban religious figures like James Gibbons, Dwight Moody, and 

Mary Baker Eddy. 

14. How did the family structure change in the early modern cities? 

15. What minor political rights did women start to gain? 

16. Why were many women attracted to the Temperance movement? How did this movement 

gain some political organization? 

17. What is the “Comstock Law” (1873)? 

18. How did public schools and institutes of high education change after 1865? 

19. Discuss how the social sciences became a popular area of study after 1865. 

20. Define realism and naturalism. Give examples of each, with authors. 

21. Discuss the importance of the following: Winslow Homer, Thomas Eakins, James Whistler, 

and the “Ashcan School” 

22. What developments occurred in the realm of American music? 

23. What factors led to an increase in leisure time for Americans? What forms of entertainment 

did they begin engaging in? 

 
 



Chapter 19 – The Gilded Age 
 

1. What did Mark Twain mean when penning “The Gilded Age”? 
2. Why did a belief in limited government emerge in the Gilded Age? 
3. After 1877, which groups did the Democrats and Republicans appeal to? 
4. Why were both parties afraid of discussing major issues during campaigns? 
5. How did the Stalwarts, Halfbreeds, and Mugwumps define the patronage game during the 

Gilded Age? 
6. What achievements is Rutherford B. Hayes noted for? 
7. How did the Republicans compromise over their candidate choices in 1880? 
8. Why was Garfield assassinated? 
9. How did Chester Arthur prove to be a better president than expected? 
10. How was Grover Cleveland different than past Gilded Age politicians? Who did he beat in 

1884? 
11. What did Cleveland accomplish during his 1st term in office? 
12. What did the Pendleton Act of 1881 set up? Why was it passed? 
13. Why did debtors, farmers, and small businesses want to expand the money supply? How did 

these “soft” money proponents advocate this? 
14. Why did others in society seek hard money policies? 
15. Why was the Greenback Party created? How was the Bland-Allison Act of 1878 an 

attempted compromise over the silver issue? 
16. What were some pros and cons of a high protective tariff (according to different sections of 

the country)? 
17. How did the election of 1888 actually bring up an issue that divided the parties? Why did 

Harrison win? 
18. What did the Billion Dollar Congress of Harrison enact? 
19. What did the Populist platform call for politically and economically? How did they fare in 

1892? 
20. Why did Cleveland win again in 1892? 
21. What caused the Panic of 1893? How did Cleveland respond to it? 
22. How did Cleveland anger many individuals over the gold reserve issue? 
23. Why did Coxey’s Army march on Washington? 
24. What was Bryan’s Democratic platform in the election of 1896? How did it ruin the 

Populists? 
25. What was McKinley’s platform? Who supported him financially? 
26. What caused McKinley to be elected president? 
27. What was the significance of the election of 1896? 

 


